
The VEF 2021 is designed to facilitate a multi-sectoral, multi-stakeholder and inter-disci-
plinary dialogue on sustainable energy for inclusive development and productive capacities. Guid-
ed by the motto “Where Action Meets Ambition” and designed as the first virtual VEF, the 2021 edi-
tion will include a Youth Day on the 5th of July 2021, followed by the VEF on the 6th and 7th of July 2021.

As a flagship platform designed to spur action, this year’s edition will bring together key stakeholders and ex-
perts to explore and deliberate on the key topics that advance sustainable development in the energy do-
main. Senior government representatives and leading experts will discuss key priorities, offer local per-
spectives, and highlight opportunities and potential solutions that also contribute to global climate action.

The sessions will delve into key priorities, showcase projects, and highlight the action-orient-
ed steps required to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals by 2030,  helping to forge an in-
clusive pathway that leaves no one behind as we work to achieve net-zero emissions by 2050.

The Vienna Energy Forum (VEF) is  a  bi-annual  event organized by the Austrian Federal  Ministr y  for  Eu-
ropean and International  Af fairs,  the Austrian Development Agency (ADA),  the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization (UNIDO),  and the International  Institute for  Applied Systems Analysis  (IIASA). 
Since it s  f irst  session in  2009, the VEF has cemented its  reputation as a plat form that  gathers leaders, 
policymakers,  energy practit ioners,  exper ts,  and industr y  and civ il  societ y  representatives to explore 
the key issues related to sustainable energy.  It s  outcomes throughout the years have fed global  Unit-
ed Nations events and processes in  the energy and climate realms,  with it s  high level  discussions pav-
ing the way for  enduring par tnerships that  address sustainable development challenges on the ground.

Background

Vienna Energy Forum 2021

The Vienna Energy Forum 2021 will feature the first-ever Youth Forum (Youth for VEF), host-
ed in partnership with the SDG7 Youth Constituency. The goals and format of the event 
were determined through an open co-creation process, seeking inputs from young research-
ers, professionals, entrepreneurs, activists, and other youth in the sustainable energy sector.

The sessions will be divided into three main categories: Plenary, Networking and Skills Acade-
my.  The Plenary Section will provide a space for contact between ministers, experts and youth rep-
resentatives to discuss issues related to Future-Proof Skills and Enabling Environments in the ener-
gy space. The Networking Segment will allow for interactive, informal discussions between experts 
and attendees. Finally, the Skills Academy will be a learning experience, where attendees will receive 
practical guidelines and tips, and learn from the experiences of other representatives in the sector. 

Youth for VEF
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Meditation is a practice that enables a mentally-clear and emotionally-stable state, 
through mindfulness techniques. 

This ice-breaker session seeks to set the tone for a productive and interactive day 
ahead. 

Morning Meditation

Networking
5 July 2021 | 09:00-09:10

A practical guide on how to approach energy transition initiatives and projects.

This workshop will explore:
• Effective engagement with stakeholders, from local to national representa-

tives to enhance sustainable energy.
• Active inclusion of vulnerable groups and marginalized communities
• Youth involvement strategies
• Active involvement of women

Workshop I
How to Advocate for 
the Energy Transition

Skills Academy
5 July 2021 | 09:15-10:15

Detailed 
Programme

This is an informal session that allows for an open dialogue between experts 
and youth attendees. The participants will be able to select who to speak with: 
a policy expert, energy auditor, entrepreneur, staff member of an internation-
al organization, CEO of an energy company, researcher, or financing expert.

After presenting a case-study based on their work and experi-
ence, each expert will then open the floor to a Q&A segment. 
The case-study will be shared with the participants in advance.

Meet an Expert

Networking
5 July 2021 | 10:20-10:55

Opening Ceremony

Plenary
5 July 2021 | 11:00-11:10

This interactive quiz will test participants’ knowledge on SDG 7 and the energy tran-
sition, including projects carried by the SDG 7 Youth Constituency and UNIDO.

The winner will be determined based on the number of correct answers and time of 
response. The winning participant will receive a virtual prize that empowers him/her 
to have an active participation in issues related to the energy transition.    

Rapid Fire Quiz

Networking
5 July 2021 | 11:15-11:45

A welcoming session to set the tone for the Plenary discussions, delivered by key 
speakers.



This panel discussion lies at the intersection between education and employ-
ment. It examines the most relevant skills that allow youth to smoothly transi-
tion from their studies and into the energy market work-force. The main themes 
include the university-employment gap, entry-level opportunities, and re-skill-
ing for a just transition, with a specific consideration of gender dimensions.

Which future-proof skills are crucial to prepare young women and men to enter 
the workforce in the energy sector? 

University-employment gap: 
• Which essential skills for the energy transition are not currently tackled by

curricula?
• How can we develop a formal education that is more relevant to the energy

job market?
• How to encourage more young women graduate to delve into energy transi-

tion-related subjects?
Entry-level opportunities: 

• Which are the sought-after skills that recruiters look for when filling in
entry-level jobs in the energy sector?

• What kind of job opportunities are young graduates looking for in the
energy sector (types of jobs, company profile and values…)?

• How can we combat age and gender discrimination and other barriers to
youth employment?

Re-skilling for a just transition: 
• How can we combine youth-skills development with the re-skilling needs of

countries transitioning to more sustainable fuels? What specific consider-
ations are there with regards to women?

• What other forms of training or informal education can we offer to equip
young women and men with future-proof skills?

Moderator Profile: Young Student/Professional
Panelist profile: University Professor/Academic Director in the area of en-
ergy, CEO of an energy-related company, recruitment officer in a large en-
ergy corporation, member of a youth association, representative of a pro-
gram that retrains employees away from fossil fuels and towards sustainable 
energy, NGO representative working on vocational training and capacity building.

Session I
Future-Proof Skills

Plenary
5 July 2021 | 11:45-12:45

This section is allocated to the official launch of the VEF 2021 Exhibition Space—a 
platform for VEF partners to showcase a myriad of initiatives in the energy space. 

The launch will commence with an Award Ceremony for the finalists of the Youth 
Contest, in collaboration with World View.  

Exhibition Opening

Networking
5 July 2021 | 12:50-13:00

A practical guide from Y20 representatives on issues related to youth in the energy 
space. 

Skills Academy
5 July 2021 | 12:30-13:30

Workshop II 
Y20-VEF



The Ministerial Segment will bring together ministers and youth representatives 
to discuss the role of youth in the energy transition. The guiding themes will align 
with the two panel discussions: Enabling Environments and Future-Proof Skills. 

Format: This panel will be formed by Ministers paired with a select-
ed group of youth representatives from the same countries (max. 8 par-
ticipants). The event will be organized as an open space for interven-
tions from ministers and youth representatives on the following topics:

• What initiatives and policies best promote youth engagement in the energy
transition?

• How can national governments support the development of skills and the
provision of enabling environments for youth in the energy sector?

Additionally, participants will be able to directly respond to each other’s remarks. 
Each participant shall expect to have two interventions of 3 minutes, one for each 
question. 

In the second part of the segment, the audience will be able to ask questions by 
using the chat function. 

*This session will be moderated by two moderators.

Ministerial Segment

Plenary
5 July 2021 | 14:00-14:55

A practical guide on the ins and outs of energy efficiency policies through best-prac-
tices and case studies. 

Workshop III
A Peak into Energy Effi-
ciency Policy

Skills Academy
5 July 2021 | 15:00-15:55

Plenary
This panel discussion will focus on the commitment of youth to the en-
ergy transition and the maximization of their potential. It will ex-
plore the alignment of legislation, policies, programs and projects to ad-
dress the needs of young women and men involved in the energy transition. 

The objective of this session is to enable a multi-generational dialogue between 
young energy professionals, policy-makers, entrepreneurs and representatives from 
international organizations and the financial sector. The discussions will incorporate 
a holistic approach that explores the needs of women and men, and girls and boys. 

What kind of environment enables young women and men to lead the energy tran-
sition? What are the challenges youth face in contributing in meaningful ways?

Session II
Enabling Environment

5 July 2021 | 16:00-16:55

A practical guide on financial tools and opportunities for women looking to launch 
their energy project.

5 July 2021 | 15:00-15:55

Workshop IV
Finance Workshop for 
Young Women

Skills Academy



This interactive segment will take attendees on a live, virtual tour to energy tran-
sition projects around the world, focusing on Biomass, Bio-fuel, Electric Mobility, 
Solar Energy, and Wind Energy.

Virtual Tour

Networking
5 July 2021 | 17:00-18:00

• What financial incentives and grants create a fertile ground for youth to
maximize their potential?

• How to include youth perspectives in policies?
Role of young women in the energy transition: 

• Are young women facing different challenges to succeed in the sustainable
energy sphere?

• How can the environment be conducive and gender responsive to ensure
that young women can equally lead, participate in and benefit from sus-
tainable energy?

• Is gender-lens investment a solution?

Moderator profile: Young Entrepreneur
Panelist profile: sustainable technology and innovation entrepreneurs, international 
organizations representatives, venture capitalists, mid-level policy makers, social 
entrepreneurs. 

Funding for youth initiatives and projects: 
• How to access public and private financing mechanisms for youth-led proj-

ects? Is blended financing a solution?
• How can government-led incentives frame and support youth entrepreneur-

ship?



Detailed 
Programme

The VEF Founding Partners; namely, the Government of Austria, UNIDO and IIASA, 
will deliver the opening and welcome remarks.

Opening Speeches

Opening Session

6 July 2021 | 09:00-10:00

This session will feature a musical performance. Musical Feature

Building Back Greener: 
Regional Spotlights on 
Recovery Efforts 

The High-Level Plenaries will begin with a session on ‘Accelerating Action’, which will support action  to-
wards the High-Level Dialogue on Energy and COP26. This Plenary will highlight the roadmap and key expect-
ed outcomes of these major events. The next three High-Level Plenaries will feature key recommendations and 
partnerships resulting from the VEF virtual series in relation to  three end-use sectors; namely, ‘Food Sys-
tems Transformation’, ‘Industry Integration’ and ‘Energy Efficient Products’. The plenaries will explore ac-
tion-oriented pathways to stimulate demand whilst promoting  inclusive economic recovery in these sectors. 

High-Level Plenaries

Galvanizing Transformational Action to Promote the Implementation of Ener-

gy-Related Goals and Targets of the 2030 Agenda
Panel 1: 
Energy Goals by 2030 

High-Level Plenary I: 
Accelerating Action

6 July 2021 | 10:00-11:30

Setting Climate Action Targets to Develop Inclusive Pathways towards Climate 

Neutrality by 2050
Panel 2: 
Towards Cop26

Across the world, countries are faced with a once in a generation oppor-
tunity to deploy COVID-19 recovery packages and stimulus plans that will 
tackle immediate economic and public health priorities while building a 
strong foundation for achieving SDGs 7 and 13, and net-zero emissions by 
2050. These spotlights will highlight the dynamics of the regional ener-
gy landscape, outline post COVID-19 pandemic recovery efforts, and high-
light efforts to accelerate the climate agenda. Regional Energy Commis-
sioners will cast a spotlight on the work underway in Europe and Africa.



• 2021 needs to be a landmark year of action in the lead up to the High-Lev-
el Dialogue on Energy in September, the G20 Leaders’ Summit in Oc-
tober, and COP26 in November. This High-Level Plenary on ‘Acceler-
ating Action’, aims to build momentum towards supporting outcomes 
in the run up to these major events. This plenary will articulate strate-
gies devised to create action-oriented pathways for green transforma-
tion, advance climate commitments and achieve the ambition of tack-
ling climate change in an inclusive manner, leaving no one behind.

• The High-Level Dialogue on Energy represents a tangible opportunity to 
strengthen political commitment and accelerate progress towards SDG 7. The 
Dialogue aims to ensure an inclusive process that will engage Member States 
and other stakeholders to identify, develop and accelerate action for univer-
sal energy access, energy transitions, and strengthen energy’s inter-linkages 
with other SDGs. In advance of this historic event, Panel 1 on ‘Energy Goals by 
2030’, will discuss how to accelerate growth in energy transformation, catalyze 
investment and innovation, and create the enabling environments required 
to support energy-related issues at all levels, so that everyone can benefit.

• There is an urgent need for climate action: countries that are responsible 
for 65 percent of the world’s emissions of harmful greenhouse gases, and 
more than 70 percent of the global economy, have committed to achiev-
ing net-zero emissions by the middle of the century.  However, at the same 
time, the main climate indicators are compounding, hence  there is an 
urgent need for increased commitments in areas that intersect with the 
energy transition. Panel 2 ‘Towards COP26’, aims to further inspire cli-
mate action, outlining frameworks for climate targets, highlighting how 
strengthened commitments to accelerating a just energy transition can 
act as a powerful catalyst towards achieving climate neutrality by 2050. 

Mobilizing PartnershiPs and 
investMent to Meet the sdgs 
and advance coMMitMents to 
cliMate action, leaving no 
one behind

Examining the Role of Decentralized Renewables in Food Systems – Striking a 
Balance Between  Affordability, Creating A Market Pull and Promoting Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women

Panel 1: 
Scaling Up Food Pro-
ductivity 

6 July 2021 | 12:00-13:30

Leveraging Digitalization to Amplify the Speed and Scale of Food System Transfor-
mation

Panel 2: 
Smart Food Systems 

High-Level Plenary II:
Food Systems Transformation

• Sustainable energy can play a substantive role in supporting the transforma-
tion of food systems so that production, sustainability and gender equality 
are simultaneously improved. A lack of coordination and inefficient use of 
data impedes planning, hindering efforts to target investments, and identi-
fy interventions for user needs. This High-Level Plenary on ‘Food Systems 
Transformation’ will explore action-oriented solutions to integrate renew-
able energy solutions into food systems, and highlight the potential for mul-
tiple wins at all stages of the value chain. At the same time, this High-Level 
Plenary will discuss how this transformation and decentralized renewable 
energy systems can enhance gender equality and empower women and youth. 

exPloring gaMe changing 
solutions and intervention 
Pathways to better align 
the energy transition with 
Food systeMs transForMa-
tion



• Although food systems have been transforming, driven by ever increasing 
efficiency and productivity, they still fail to provide sufficient and reliable 
food supplies, whilst concurrently contributing to greenhouse gas emissions 
and environmental degradation. Panel 1 on ‘Scaling Up Food Productivity’ 
will examine how the integration of renewable energy and energy efficiency 
improvements can make a significant contribution to a sustainable and in-
clusive transformation of food systems. The panel will explore the measures 
that can trigger productivity improvements, while creating market demand 
for energy services, and examine options for affordable commercial financ-
ing.  The panel will also discuss how food system transformation can max-
imize the leadership, participation in and benefits for women and youth.  

• Recent developments in digital applications provide a means to accelerate 
the integration of sustainable energy into food systems. Panel 2 on ‘Smart 
Food Systems’ will examine how digitalization and improved access to data 
can accelerate the speed and scale of energy-food system transformation 
and improve energy access, making it practically and economically viable, 
whilst ensuring that the gender digital divide is not further exacerbated.

• Although digitalization provides opportunities to attract youth 
and women to the energy sector, there is a need to ensure eq-
uitable access and build capacities to tackle the digital divide. 

Targeting Energy Intensive Industries to Maximize Climate Impact Panel 1: 
Winning The ‘Race To 
Zero’

6 July 2021 | 14:30-16:00

High-Level Plenary III:
Industry Integration

Harnessing the Momentum for Digitalization and Automation to Accelerate a Just 
Energy Transition 

Panel 2: 
The Digital Revolution 

• The manufacturing sector has been hit hard by the pandemic, which has 
caused economic downturns, and sharp drops in demand, supply chain dis-
ruptions, slower production, and contraction in investments. In the face of 
these monumental challenges, governments around the world have moved 
to put in place economic recovery policies in the form of stimulus packages 
in order to “build back better” and mitigate the economic fallout from the 
pandemic. Yet, as the pandemic continues, the global health crisis is also 
tipping towards becoming a dual economic and social crisis that threatens 
to reverberate long after the worst of the health crisis has subsided. Wom-
en and girls have been hit particularly hard by the crisis, which has only 
served to exacerbate the discrimination and inequalities they often faced 
prior to the onset of the pandemic. In this regard, the High-Level Plena-
ry on ‘Industry Integration’ will delve into the need to harness the “build 
back better” momentum, to channel renewable energy/sustainable invest-
ments, green finance instruments and direct recovery efforts to build ca-
pacity across industrial value chains and to create pathways to energy 
efficient industrialization that also serve to address social inequalities.

Unlocking Impactful and 
Inclusive Interventions 
to Achieve Sustainable 
Energy Industry Integra-
tion 



• Many challenges exist to achieving an energy efficient industry. While indus-
trial players are increasingly driving progress by actively engaging in sus-
tainable energy related ventures,  there is a need to scale up these efforts. 
Technological innovation and commercialization require greater attention in 
order to shift industrial heat production and feedstock to alternatives, such 
as green hydrogen and large-scale Carbon Capture, Utilisation and Storage 
(CCUS), and hydrogen.  Panel 1 on “Winning the ‘Race to Zero’” will ex-
amine the significant role energy intensive industries can play in creating 
positive multiplier effects towards achieving a climate-neutral economy, in-
creasing energy security, and creating sustainable green jobs for everyone. 

• The industrial sector has embraced emerging innovations to spur recov-
ery and drive progress enabled by the digital revolution. Panel 2 on ‘The 
Digital Revolution’ will examine how the pandemic reinforced digitaliza-
tion as a critical enabler to transform markets, spur innovation and ac-
celerate the integration of safe sustainable energy in industrial value 
chains. Panelists will draw on recent case studies in which advanced en-
ergy management systems, artificial intelligence and data-driven process 
optimization were harnessed to boost productivity across the value chain.

Aligning Product Innovation and Energy EfficiencyPanel 1: 
Sustainability Versus 
Profitability

6 July 2021 | 16:30-18:00

High-Level Plenary IV:
Energy-Efficient Products

Evolving Business Models for the Deployment of Efficient and Affordable Products 
on a Large-Scale

Panel 2: 
Affordability Matters

Investing in Innovation 
to Empower Advance-
ments in Energy Efficient 
Products

• The energy efficiency product market presents a significant opportunity 
for countries to support economic development, achieve climate targets, 
support efforts to alleviate poverty, and accelerate progress on social is-
sues, such as promoting gender equality and youth engagement. There 
are, however, many challenges ahead. This High-Level Plenary on ‘En-
ergy Efficient Products’ will explore the action-oriented solutions that 
have emerged to encourage the large-scale adoption of energy efficient 
products to enable mass market access, shedding light on the poten-
tial of energy efficient products to positively impact the lives of women.

• Smart energy efficiency policy design not only reduces energy demand, 
but can also be a catalyst for product innovation and job creation. Pan-
el 1 on ‘Sustainability Versus Profitability’ will discuss the enabling 
factors for product innovation, such as youth engagement, digitaliza-
tion, and technical support for local entrepreneurs. Panelists will discuss 
proven policy and regulatory interventions to encourage market devel-
opment, as well as the need for social innovation to ensure that women 
and youth can equally lead, benefit and access energy efficient products.



Benefitting from Auctions to Spur Least Cost Electricity and Unlock Investments 
in Renewables 

Roundtable 1:
Renewable Capital

7 July 2021 | 09:10-10:40 

Executive Dialogue I:
Re-imagining Our Energy Systems

Expanding Grid Connectivity to Benefit Regional Markets and Create Value Across 
Borders

Roundtable 2: 
Green Grids

Raising the Bar to Supply 
Renewable Electricity 
and Fuels that Meet the 
Growing Demand

• The Climate Emergency is fundamentally an energy challenge. This Execu-
tive Dialogue on ‘Re-imagining Our Energy Systems’ will explore the chal-
lenge of accelerating global power system decarbonization whilst expanding 
grids to meet rising electricity demand, driven by increasing electrification, 
population growth, climate change, inequality and economic development. 

• As part of affordable, sustainable, reliable, and modern energy for all, 
SDG 7 calls for a substantial increase in renewables in the global energy 
mix. Auctions represent a key tool that can be used to unlock lowest-cost 
renewables, provide transparent price signals, and drive the clean ener-
gy transition. Roundtable 1 on ‘Renewable Capital’ will explore the de-
sign flexibility offered by renewables auctions, drawing on case studies in 
which innovative approaches have been used to maximize the socio-eco-
nomic benefit of renewables, achieving outcomes such as education and 
training, job creation, gender equality, and community participation.

• Roundtable 2 on ‘Green Grids’ will discuss how the ambition to build 
a smart grid and interconnected grid infrastructure can drive a renew-
able energy revolution. Panelists will discuss the importance of polit-
ical will, complemented by standards and knowledge sharing in build-
ing a strong business case for transnational power markets. Drawing 
on their experiences, participants will highlight key transmission routes 
that could bring immediate benefits, and their vision in making Green 
Grids a solution to alleviate energy poverty and enhance energy security. 

The Executive Dialogues will take a forward-looking perspective on our energy systems and high-
light the need to thoroughly transform existing models to enable the transition to renewable elec-
tricity systems. Drawing on experience from key experts, the high-level discussions will cen-
ter around approaches to unlocking investment in renewable energy, expanding grid connectivity, 
harnessing advanced digital technologies, and placing consumers at the forefront of the Clean Energy Transition. 

Executive Dialogues

• The affordability of energy efficient products remains a key barrier to adop-
tion, as consumers weigh long-term cost reductions, against  higher upfront 
costs. Affordable, efficient products are of utmost importance in areas where 
energy access is unreliable or nonexistent, as efficiency improves the effec-
tive output from a given level of energy supply.  The objectives of SDG 7 can 
only be achieved by creating a marketplace that can provide options for all 
income levels, also considering women and other vulnerable groups. Panel 2 
on ‘Affordability Matters’ will explore the importance of deploying innova-
tive business models to create large-scale market pull, and reduce barriers 
for entry for both entrepreneurs and users of any gender, age, and race.



Consumers Taking Charge 
of the Energy System 
Transformation

• Consumers, in particular female consumers, are an often overlooked dimension 
in the Clean Energy Transition. The low-cost demand-side flexibility offered by 
consumers, coupled with advanced digital technologies, has allowed consum-
ers to play an increasingly active role in the energy system by complementing 
the increased variability in electricity supply, driven by renewable generation. 
Women can play a key role in driving responsible consumption and production 
behaviors throughout value chains. This Executive Dialogue on ‘Consumer 
at The Forefront’ will discuss recent shifts in consumer preferences, and 
how Big Data, Internet of Things (IoT), and digital twins can be harnessed 
to place consumers at the forefront of the energy system transformation.

• Advanced digital technologies are changing the game by shifting the balance 
of power away from centralized, vertically integrated utilities towards decen-
tralized and local energy production and storage. Technology is equipping 
consumers with more information and knowledge than ever before, thereby 
enabling the expansion of new market models such as energy communities, 
prosumers, and peer-to-peer trading. Acknowledging the crucial role of the 
consumer in shaping our future energy systems, Roundtable 1 on ‘Driving 
Change’ will explore the necessary policy and regulatory framework required 
to enable consumers to contribute to a flexible and green energy system. 
This roundtable will address the different needs and priorities of women 
and men, girls and boys, and examine gender-responsive policy formulation.  

• Under the Energy as a Service (EaaS) model, energy is no longer a com-
modity but a service from which consumers are demanding both cost-ef-
fectiveness and sustainability. It allows both consumers and society to 
reap the benefits of cleaner energy generation while avoiding often 
prohibitively high up-front capital investments. Roundtable 2 on ‘New 
Services’ will delve into opportunities for EaaS providers to align ser-
vices to end-user behavior, considering gender dimensions, thus facil-
itating demand and further supporting the expansion of renewables. 

Driving Momentum to Enable Wide-Spread Adoption of Electric Mobility and 
Achieve Scale 

Roundtable 1:
Green Transportation

7 July 2021 | 13:40-15:10 

Executive Dialogue III:
Future Mobility

Investing in Smart Grid Policies, Fast Charging Infrastructure and Renewable 
Electrification

Roundtable 2: 
Sustainable Mobility 
Solutions

Shaping the Energy Marketplace by Addressing Consumer Preferences and Em-
bracing Digital Technologies 

Panel 1: 
Driving Change

7 July 2021 | 11:10-12:40

Executive Dialogue II:
Consumers At The Forefront 

Capitalizing on Emerging Opportunities of Energy as a Service to Reap the Bene-
fits of Growing Consumer Demand 

Panel 2: 
New Services



• Road vehicles represent almost three quarters of emissions for the transport 
sector; therefore, electric mobility solutions that are powered by renewable 
energy will be essential for meeting Paris Agreement targets. Despite strong 
market growth in electric vehicles amongst a few early adopters such as Nor-
way and China, several challenges to widespread global adoption remain. This 
Executive Dialogue on ‘Future Mobility’ will discuss the enabling conditions 
that can support the e-mobility ecosystem, such as appropriate incentive 
structures to catalyze investment, that can support public-private partner-
ships, and spur innovative business models for deployment. In addition, the 
discussion will shed light on the gender dimensions of mobility infrastructure 
and services to reflect the differentiated use and needs of men and women.

• Given the fragmented development of green transport solutions around 
the world, a harmonized approach to energy efficient roadmaps for the 
transport sector will be key for driving the widespread adoption of electric 
mobility. Roundtable 1 on ‘Green Transportation’ will explore the strat-
egies necessary to address persistent market barriers, such as interoper-
ability between charging networks, optimized tariff structures and the 
sustainable sourcing of batteries. Participants will discuss the key role 
of local authorities in driving momentum and translating high-level na-
tional plans into concrete and actionable results. The roundtable will also 
explore the importance of gender-responsive transportation roadmaps. 

• Innovative mobility solutions are often faced with a “chicken and egg” 
scenario. Markets cannot expand without sufficient charging infra-
structure and charging infrastructure is slow to develop in the ab-
sence of a sizable market. Roundtable 2 on ‘Sustainable Mobility 
Solutions’ will explore the importance of fast-charging infrastructure 
in imbuing both investor and end-user confidence in electric mobility. 

• Drastic shifts in how and where people work, new technologies and greater 
participation of women in the workforce are shaping mobility demands and 
travel patterns, necessitating a corresponding shift in mobility planning to 
accommodate gender and age-specific requirements, whilst meeting sustain-
ability targets. Thus, participants will also address the importance of consider-
ing gender dimensions when designing Sustainable Mobility Solutions for all.

Small Island Developing States (SIDS) are faced with a unique set of challenges in the con-
text of climate change. Given their isolation and exposure to severe climate events, energy securi-
ty and climate resilience are crucial for their sustainable economic development. Hence, the Closing 
Session will place the ‘Spotlight on Small Island Developing States’, by exploring the possibilities for de-
veloping ‘Resilient Networks’ and capitalizing on sustainable energy options within a ‘Blue Economy’.

Closing Session: The Climate Imperative

Building Resilient Integrated Energy Infrastructure through Decentralization and 
Storage Solutions

Roundtable 1:
Resilient Networks

7 July 2021 | 15:40-17:10

Closing Session:
The Climate Imperative: Spotlight On 

Small Island Developing States



• The Closing Session will place a ‘Spotlight on Small Island Develop-
ing States’ and focus on approaches to strengthen cooperation to sup-
port these countries in accessing the technical capacity, funding, and 
technology for the promotion of a “Blue Economy”. The Blue Economy 
concept seeks to promote economic growth, social inclusion, and the 
preservation or enhancement of livelihoods while ensuring environmen-
tal sustainability of the oceans, coastal areas, and global climate. Partic-
ipants will draw upon best practice examples to highlight effective ap-
proaches to cooperation, collaborative frameworks, and knowledge sharing.

• The expansion of offshore renewables and ocean energy to improve energy 
security in SIDS must be coupled with efforts to improve climate resilience to 
ensure sustainable economic growth. The ability to harness the vast renewable 
energy potential of SIDS will depend on flexible, secure, and reliable grids with 
sufficient energy storage capacity. Roundtable 1 on ‘Resilient Networks’ will 
discuss the importance of integrated solutions to decentralization, digitali-
zation and energy storage that are tailored to the particular needs of SIDS. 

• SIDS are currently faced with a unique opportunity to capitalize on ener-
gy as a driver to diversify local economies, create new income streams, 
reduce fuel import dependencies, and support local COVID-19 recovery ef-
forts. Roundtable 2 on the ‘Blue Economy’ will discuss the opportunities 
presented by the roll-out of blue sustainable energy and climate technol-
ogies. This roundtable will further explore how to improve access to tech-
nology and finance, and discuss innovative approaches to capacity building 
in the areas of knowledge, awareness raising, policy, and entrepreneurship.

A moderator will preside over each 90-minute session. Each session will include two discussions of 30 
minutes with three speakers per discussion. Speakers will be invited to make comments, present key 
findings, and share observations on the topic at hand. Participation from the audience will be encour-
aged in the virtual forum. They will be invited to pose questions, make remarks, and participate in opin-
ion polls conducted to gauge public opinion on a specific issue. Each session will begin with pre-re-
corded Ministerial Statements and Opening Remarks from Member States and Key Organizations. 
Efforts will be made to have gender-balanced panels and to discuss gender dimensions. Moreover, efforts 
will be made to seek representation of youth (when applicable) as well as touch upon youth dimensions. 

Session Format

Strengthening Cooper-
ation to Achieve Energy 
Security and Promote 
Climate Resilience

Capitalizing on Energy as a Driver to Diversify Market Structures and Support 
COVID-19 Recovery

Roundtable 2: 
The Blue Economy

Contact Information:
vef@unido.org



Partner Organizations

Organizers
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